Councils there should be a freedom, ol discourse ana or determination: but in pursuing the acts of his Council table. And I do heartily wish that the Councillors themselves would be so advised in their resolutions, that they should never be sudden, but that all things there propounded and debated one day should be revised the next, and then confirmed, or altered upon second thoughts. Such gravity in their proceedings would mucli become the honor of that Board ; and what is thus settled should not be altered again but upon great necessity.
In the choice of Privy Councillors, thus much only in the general, that there may be some of the number who are severally versed in all knowledges, for their better assistance upon Councils of that nature; and although to some persons of great birth, the place of Princesx Counsellors may be bestowed as an honor unto them, yet generally the motive should be the Parts of the man and not his Person.
IV. The2 Negotiations of Ambassadors, and Treaties with foreign Princes and Estates, the subject matter of the Treaty must guide the choice of the persons to be employed. But give me leave, I pray, to remember unto you the constant practice of that famous and wise Lady Q. Elizabeth (who was very happy, not so much in a numerous as a wise Counsel to advise her). If it were an Embassy of Gratulation or Triumph, she ever made choice of a person of honor and eminence in his degree, who, taking the employment as a work of favor, was willing to undertake it at an easy rate for the expense of the Crown (which hath not often been so of later times). B\it if it were upon some matter of importance from the State, there were always employed (at least joined in the Commission8) some persons of great judgment and
1  So in the original.     Should it not be " privy? "
2  So in the original.    It should apparently be "In the."
8 The end of the parenthesis is not marked in the original.
